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TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY  

WATERWAYS ADVISORY COMMISSION  

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

July 2, 2019  

6:30 PM PUBLIC MEETING  

 

 

The July 2, 2019 meeting of the Berkeley Township Waterway Advisory Commission took place at 

6:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building located at 627 Pinewald Keswick Road, Bayville, NJ. The 

meeting opened with the salute to the flag. Gail Hickey, Recording Secretary, recorded the 

meeting. Roll Call was taken by Mrs. Hickey, following the Salute to the Flag. 

  

A. SALUTE TO THE FLAG.   

 

  

B. ROLL CALL: Present: Chairman William McGrath, Frederick Bekiarian, Vito Esposito, Robert 

Nunn, and Lee Gashlin.  Absent: Beth Collis, Larry Borio, Tom Bellinato, Jerry Bollettieri, and 

Council Liaison James Byrnes. Also present was the Township Engineer, Pamela Hilla, P.E., 

C.F.M. 

 

  

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM June 11, 2019. Motion by Mr. Gashlin to accept minutes; 

Seconded by Mr. Nunn. Ayes carried motion with Mr. Esposito abstaining, since he was not in 

attendance at June meeting. 

 

 

D.  MEMORIALIZATION OF RESOLUTION 2019-002-BTWAC 

 

Chairman McGrath read the Resolution into the Minutes: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2019-002-BTWAC 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BERKELEY TOWNSHIP WATERWAYS ADVISORY COMMISSION TO ADVISE 

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF BERKELEY TOWNSHIP TO AMEND CHAPTER XXXII OF THE 

BERKELEY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL CODE, SPECIFICALLY SECTION 1.3.  

 

JULY 2, 2019 

 

         WHEREAS Barnegat Bay and its tributaries are Berkeley Township’s and Ocean County’s most 

precious natural resource; and: 

         WHEREAS this natural resource plays a key role in the economic viability of our tourism industry for not 

only Berkeley Township but all of Ocean County; and: 

         WHEREAS the State of New Jersey, the County of Ocean and Township of Berkeley, along with 

various stakeholders seek to improve the ecological health of Barnegat Bay and its watershed area; and:          

         WHEREAS Chapter XXXII of Berkeley Township’s Municipal Code prohibits the discharge of any 

swimming pool contents, including any chemicals in the maintenance thereof into any bay, river, stream or 

natural  waterway: 
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          NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Berkeley Township Waterway Advisory Commission; 

that: 

We hereby advise and recommend to the Mayor and Council of the Township of Berkeley, to amend Chapter 

XXXII, Section 1.3 to include the words “manmade waterway, lagoon, either directly or indirectly via any 

storm water drainage system”. 

        BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this resolution shall be forwarded to the Mayor and 

Council of Berkeley Township.                                                                                                                  

 

__________________________________     ___________________________________ 

        William E. McGrath, Chairman                                Lee Gashlin, Vice Chairman 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

          Fred Bekiarian, Secretary 

 

 
 

 

 

Motion by Mr. Esposito to accept Resolution; seconded by Mr. Bekiarian. Motion carried with the 

required (5) five affirmative votes.  

 

  

E. OLD BUSINESS:  

 

1.  Letter to John Ernst, County Engineer regarding lagoon ends along Veeder Lane between   

Moorage and Ronald (Chairman McGrath) 

 

Mr. McGrath handed out letter that was dated June 28, 2019, and sent to John N. Ernst, PE, PP, 

CME, Ocean County Engineer.  

 

Mr. McGrath read the letter into the minutes: 

 

 

 

Subject: Silting in of lagoon ends from County Drainage System. 

 

Dear Mr. Ernst: 

 

We have gotten numerous complaints from Berkeley Shores residents about the silting in of the 

nine lagoon ends from the County’s drainage system along the south side of Veeder Lane from 

Moorage Ave. to Bayview Ave. The worst being the lagoon end between Moorage Ave. and Ocean 

Gate Ave. Several residents have complained that they can’t even turn their boats around at the 

lagoon ends without getting stuck. 
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We have noticed a more aggressive schedule in periodic catch basin vacuuming over the last few 

years thanks to your efforts. However, a substantial amount of siltation remains in the lagoons from 

years of inaction before your service to the County. 

 

We ask that you activate your dredging barge moored along Water Street in Toms River to remove 

the residual siltation in the lagoon(s) from the County’s drainage system. I’m not sure if it would 

clear the 8 foot plus or minus clearance of the Bayview Avenue Bridge. Hopefully it will. 

 

We will gladly appreciate anything you can do to alleviate this issue. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and thank you for your service to our County. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

William E. McGrath, Chairman 

Berkeley Township Waterways Advisory Commission 

 

Copy to: Carmen Amato, Mayor  

John Camera, Administrator 

John Sowakinas, President, Berkeley Shores Homeowners & Civic Assn. 

 

 

2.  Allen Road Beach underwater obstructions, location and signage (Commissioner Nunn)  

 

Handouts included a photograph of the sign placed in this area, an aerial view of the exact 

locations of Concrete Chunk(s) with Vertical Pointed Rebar, and a photograph of obstructions 

visible from the shore. 

 

Mr. Nunn thanked James Sperber and the Parks Department for the placement of the sign, along 

with the work of the Berkeley Township Sign Department.  

 

He said it was unlikely this area would be a threat to boats, since they would not travel into this 

area. However, it could cause a danger to watercraft, such as jet skis that do use the area.  

 

He suggested that two danger buoys be placed in the area to further alleviate the problem.  Mr. 

Nunn will work to get the buoys in place. 

 

 

3.  Clamming Creek dredging project and marsh restoration (Chairman McGrath & Pam Hilla, P.E., 

C.F.M. 

 

Ms. Hilla has been in touch with the NJDEP to submit an application, with the possibility of moving 

dredge material.  She was informed that NJDOT would be in charge of this matter. Ms. Hilla then 

contacted the NJDOT. She and Keith Daly, of RVE, met with Bill Henderson and Scott Douglas of 

the NJDOT on June 27, 2019. She discovered that a significant number of waterways within in 

Berkeley Township fall under the NJDOT. She and NJDOT were very optimistic that this is a good 
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opportunity for the Township to work together with them for a local aid agreement on this project 

and others to benefit Berkeley Township. 

 

The first and biggest obstacle of this project would be what to do with the dredged materials. The 

NJDOT expressed interest in utilizing the manmade lagoon South of Allen Road as a Marsh 

project. They have a mechanism in place to help fund dredging projects. This includes Engineering, 

Construction, and Construction Management. 

 

Ms. Hilla provided a copy of her meeting summary. The next step would be to schedule a meeting 

with Berkeley Township and Ocean County to further discuss this project. Once need is 

established, a Local Aid Agreement can be prepared. Upon award of the project the township 

would receive 75% of the funding amount. Upon closeout, the municipality would get the 25% of 

the funding amount. 

 

The NJDOT is currently accessing different areas. They will likely sit down with Ocean County and 

Berkeley Township to log and create a Master Plan of projects. The first goal for Clamming Creek 

is to make it passable for today. Long-term would be to include it in the Master Plan. 

 

Ms. Hilla will need suggestions from the Waterway Advisory Commission to prioritize projects, 

lagoons and areas. Mr. McGrath stated that Mr. Borio and Mr. Gashlin are on the Prioritization 

Committee. Mr. Gashlin will contact Mr. Borio to begin work on this list. Ms. Hilla sent the Clamming 

Creek plans to the NJDOT for their review. While this could take a couple of years, it would be a 

good start. In addition, they could continue make plans on other projects. Mr. McGrath said he is 

willing to meet with the DOT at any time and any place. Ms. Hilla would try to start getting dates 

from the County and regroup with the Township to work with the Mayor, Council, etc. 

 

 

4.  Testing Allen Road Beach sand to be used on Butler Beach (Pamela Hilla/John LeCompte) 

 

Ms. Hilla said that she knew that it was being worked on, but she was unsure of its present status. 

She will investigate the DEP parameters and get quotes. She will speak to John LeCompte about 

which piles should be tested, and she will make a site visit and move forward with this project. 

 

 

5.  South Seaside Park Bay Beachfront Improvements (All) 

 

Mr. McGrath said that Lee Anne of the Beautification Committee spoke at the most recent Berkeley 

Township Council Meeting and complained about the Township not doing anything. He pointed out 

that any improvements suggested have been met with resistance by South Seaside Park residents. 

 

Ms. Hilla said that the permitting for the decking over the outfall line is going forward, and this 

project would be done by next year.  She has documentation from a homeowner group requesting 

that this be done. She will notify the Waterways Commission of which group requested this project. 
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7.  Status ongoing waterfront projects by Township Engineer (Pamela Hilla, P.E., C.F.M.) 

 

 

BERKELEY TOWNSHIP WATERWAYS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

ENGINEERS REPORT FOR MEETING OF JULY 1, 2019 

          

1.      Projects in the design phase: 

A. Allen Road Beach Restoration (Our File: 1506-U-034) 

A pre-application meeting was held on February 20, 2018 at the NJDOT office in 

Trenton.  The meeting was attended by Lindsey Davis, an Environmental Scientist with the 

Division of Land Use Regulation, William McGrath and John LeCompte as well as two NJDEP 

interns.  Installation of rip-rap along the edge of the water was discussed and as long as the 

rip rap is located above the mean high water line, should be approved. 

 Regarding the debris removal, the NJDEP stated that concrete debris can be removed 

without a permit but if it is part of a foundation that extends significantly below the 

surface, a permit will be required. Further investigation needs to be performed by 

Township to verify if it is surface debris or buried foundations. 

 An alternate shoreline stabilization project to install a structural breakwater into the 

waterway with a vegetated living shoreline was discussed as an option, however the 

project is on hold until a funding source is established.  Bruno Associates prepared a 2018 

Water Quality Grant Application that was submitted August of 2018. NJDEP released the 

award list and this project was not selected for grant funding. No change at this time. 

  

B. NJDEP Pre-application Meeting Request for Future Projects  

A pre-application meeting was held on February 20, 2018 at the NJDOT office in 

Trenton.  The meeting was attended by Lindsey Davis, an Environmental Scientist with the 
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Division of Land Use Regulation, William McGrath and John LeCompte as well as two NJDEP 

interns.  The Bayview Avenue in South Seaside Park project was discussed.  The Township 

would like to install a bulkhead along the Barnegat Bay shoreline from 23rd Avenue to 

24th Avenue.  The bulkhead would tie into the new concrete cable matting to the north and 

tie into the bulkhead at the marina to the south. 

Regarding installation of a bulkhead along South Bayview Avenue in South Seaside Park 

there was a discussion as to how far from the road the bulkhead would be 

constructed.  Lindsey Davis stated that it would be easier to permit the project if the 

bulkhead were constructed closer to the road and away from the existing vegetation.  The 

installation of a different type of stabilization would also be preferable in the eyes of the 

NJDEP.  

No further action is being taken at this time. 

  

C. Bowsprit Drive Rip-Rap (Our File: 1506-U-039) 

Our office prepared the design to install rip rap in front of bulkhead.  Final design plans 

were completed and a formal application was prepared and submitted to the NJDEP for 

review.  The NJDEP issued a denial letter for the project.  A meeting was held with the 

NJDEP on September 8, 2016 to review the permit application and denial.  Our office filed 

an appeal as discussed at the meeting to request further review of the project.  To date 

NJDEP has not amended their decision with regards to the installation of rip rap below the 

mean high water line. Based on deed information obtained by Bill McGrath, is has been 

brought to our attention that there is an existing privately-owned lot (Lot 2.01 Block 

1219.03) which would impact the Townships ability to install a landward bulkhead. RVE 

would recommend contacting the homeowner regarding obtaining an easement to improve 

the shoreline. No further action has been taken at this time. 

  

D. Clamming Creek Dredging Project (Our File: 1506-U-114)  

Survey has been completed and the design/permitting plans have been started for this 

project. A formal request was sent to Kevin Applegate, Ocean County Steward of Green 

Acres, to determine if a diversion application would be required for the use of dredge 

material for habitat enhancement. RVE is waiting on a response from Green Acres. A letter 

of support was received from Ocean County for the use of the Natural Lands Trust Fund 

property to be used for marsh restoration utilizing dredge material. Dave Fanz was 

forwarded to letter of support and was requested to proceed with the internal agency 
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meeting regarding the GP 24 Permit for utilizing dredge material for marsh restoration. 

Please note as of July 1st Dave Fanz will no longer be the point of contact for beneficial 

dredged material projects for he has retired. Our office will continue to follow up with 

NJDEP regarding this matter to help advance the internal review. 

  

RVE was informed by NJDOT that the Clamming Creek is a NJDOT maintained waterway 

and that they will be required to review the proposed dredge limits to confirm they are not 

in conflict with the NJDOTs master plan. Plans and specifications were submitted to NJDOT 

on 7/1/19 for review. RVE was informed that a sampling plan will be required for the 

dredge material, therefore our office is working on facilitating this process as well.  

  

E. Various Drainage Our File: 1506-U-132 

Project shall be rebid to remove the bulkheading from the project scope. Drainage and 

grading improvements are being proposed at Huntley Avenue and Normandy Avenue, 

Harbor Inn Road, Bay Boulevard and South Bayview Avenue, 22nd Avenue, Ocean Avenue 

and Sunset Drive South. Project was bid July 2nd and the bid opening will be July 16th. It is 

anticipated the project will be awarded at the July 22nd Council Meeting. 

  

F. Bulkhead Projects (Our File: 1506-U-133)  

Due to high pricing received from bidding, Maple Drive Bulkhead and Main Street Bulkhead 

replacement will be pulled from the various drainage project and bid as its own project. 

RVE is hoping to get more competitive pricing for the bulkhead improvements. Project 

shall be bid in August and it is anticipated the project will be awarded at the August 26th 

Council Meeting. 

  

G. 23rd Avenue Outfall Decking Project (Our File: 1506-U-135) 

Survey work has been requested, and permit application and fees are being prepared for 

the construction of an 8 ft with deck walkover with handrails to help buffer the outfall pipe 

in this area.   
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2.      Projects in the construction phase: 

 

 

A. Teakwood Drive Bulkhead (1506-U-092 Various Drainage) 

Our office is waiting on a schedule from Earle for the completion of these improvements. A 

site inspection was performed by Contractor, to stabilize the area it is required that 2 new 

tie rods be installed tying into the existing bulkhead. A written authorization from the 

homeowner will be required to proceed.  

  

B. North Bay, Maple Drive and Longview Roadway Reconstruction (Our File: 1506-U-

120)  

The design has been completed and project is out to bid. The project was awarded at the 

May 20th Council Meeting; contract have been received and the Pre-Construction meeting is 

scheduled for July 3rd. It is anticipated the construction will commence in August of 2019. 

  

3.      Grant Applications: 

  

A. Moorage Park Retention Basin 

The project consists of constructing a retention basin at the Little League Complex between 

Moorage Avenue and Red Bank Avenue.  The proposed retention basin will be located to 

the northeast of the existing VCC Building.  Our office has prepared a preliminary cost 

estimate and submitted a preliminary Environmental Infrastructure Trust Fund 

application to help obtain funding and keep the project moving forward.  Plans, 

specifications and a stormwater management report are being finalized.  Additional 

funding sources will also be explored.   
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 A response to the initial NJEIT application was received from the NJDEP and additional 

information was requested including location of wetlands and an archeological survey.  An 

LOI for the property was provided by the Little League and our office has submitted to the 

NJDEP.  In addition, the Township Attorney has found the original filing documents for the 

property to transfer title from the Berkeley Board of Education.  The Township has re-sent 

the information to the Board of Education for execution and will move forward to file as 

soon as possible.   Once we receive the filed deed it will be forwarded to the NJEIT.    A 

resolution has been received from the Board of Education for the property, but the 

approval of the Department of Education is required prior to filing the deed.  The NJEIT 

application is proceeding but the NJDEP application will require the owner’s signature. 

RVE prepared and submitted a DEP Barnegat Bay Water Quality Restoration Grant to assist 

with funding on August 30th. NJDEP released the award list and this project was not 

selected for grant funding. No further action is proposed at this time. 

  

B. Main Street Park and Boat Ramp  

RVE is preparing a conceptual plan for a boat ramp at Main Street which would include 

new bulkhead stabilized boat ramp, parking, trailer parking and playground area. RVE is 

reviewing different funding sources and there is a potential funding source through Green 

Acres. Berkeley Township will be received a grant packet from Green Acres Grants & Loans 

– NJDEP in either November or December outlining the application process. The funding is 

intended to promote and preserve outdoor recreation facilities and projects. Bruno 

Associates prepared a Green Acres Grant for the construction of a boat ramp, parking lot 

and playground area at Main Street. Application was submitted to Green Acres in March; 

the application was deemed complete by Green Acres and is under review by NJDEP.  

  

4.   Additional Items 

A. Elevation of Roadways 

The Waterways Commission discussed prioritization of the elevation of low-lying 

roadways that frequently flood. Discussions were made about preparing a Planning Report 

to identify and prioritize the critical low-lying roadways within the Township. Survey work 

is being performed by RVE review the ability to perform crown and driveway elevations 

under various areas. Low lying areas in Evergreen, Main and Balsam are being investigated 

under various drainage capital funding. Temporary Construction easements are required 

for all improvements that encroach onto private properties.  
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B. USACE Beach Replenishment Project 

Beach replenishment has been completed in Berkeley Township except for cross over 

locations. Work in Berkeley Township is substantially complete. Cross overs have been 

turned over to the Township; supplemental dune grass planting is planned for fall on 2019.  

  

 

Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant – 2018 

Two (2) of the thirteen (13) properties were selected by FEMA to advance in the grant 

process. A formal approval by FEMA is still pending at this time. 

  

D. Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant - 2019 

RVE prepared FMA applications for the elevation of 13 homes in the Township. Notice of 

decision is anticipated for Fall of 2019. Approval by FEMA is still pending at this time 

  

E. Municipal Public Access Plan 

The Township required correspondence from NJDEP stating that the MPAP is compliant 

with the Coastal Zone Management Rule, however it does not address measure to protect 

access in perpetuity.  The Township approved the Deed of Perpetual Public Access at the 

June 24th Council Meeting and is will be submitted to NJDEP for compliance with the 

MPAP.  

  

F. NJDOT Local Aide Dredging Projects 

On June 27th a meeting was held with NJDOT and RVE to discuss a mechanism for funding 

of various drainage projects in Berkeley Township. NJDOT had several waterways that 

require dredging however are looking for a site to utilize for the dredge material. NJDOT 

has requested a meeting with Berkeley Township and Ocean County to discuss the 

opportunity to evaluate the full dredging need for the area including Municipal and State to 

enter into a local aide agreement with the state. Program is funding similar to NJDOT Road 

Program and is looking to provide a viable funding source. 
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~End of Report~ 

 

Bayview Avenue flooding was brought up at the end of the Engineer’s Report. Ms. Hilla is 

interested in getting grant money to make improvements.  Mr. Esposito brought up the 

marinas in this area. A discussion ensued regarding that these marinas are part of the 

economic development in this area. The marinas in the area should be taken into 

consideration for any funding available, since they are commercial entities. It would not just 

be a benefit to the marina owners, but it would also benefit all the people that use these 

facilities. 

F. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 

1.  Weekend usage count at Amherst Beach to justify a weekend lifeguard (Chairman McGrath) 

 

Mr. McGrath suggested that it would be a good idea to do a head count at the Amherst Beach 

during the weekend hours and run a spreadsheet to show the weekend use of the beach. 

 

Mr. Bekiarian offered to survey the beach and provide such a spreadsheet. Mr. Nunn offered to 

help by providing photographs of the beach, as well. 

 

 

2. Ocean County Mosquito Extermination Commission’s USACOE application for 10 year permit 

to maintain existing mosquito control ponds and ditches (Chairman McGrath) 

 

Mr. McGrath provided copies of the Public Notice from the Ocean County Mosquito 

Extermination Committee (OCMEC) Permit to the USACOE.  This includes wetlands bordering 

tidal waters within Ocean County and including, or draining to, the Manasquan River, 

Metedeconk River, Barnegat Bay, Kettle Creek, Silver Bay, Toms River, Cedar Creek, Forked 

River, Manahawkin Bay, Little Egg Harbor Bay, Great Bay and the Mullica River. 

 

Mr. McGrath did not see a problem with this application. However, he felt Bill Schaedel of the 

Environmental Conservatory would be interested in what is done in the marshland.  Mr. Gashlin 

will notify Mr. Schaedel of this permit application. 

 

 

OTHER NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Follow-up by Mr. Nunn regarding use of balloons on real estate signs and release into 

waterways. Mr. Nunn reported that after speaking to the General Manager at his Coldwell 

Banker office, all eight local offices will come out with a policy on the use of balloons. Mr. Nunn 

related that they are aware of this problem and have expressed concern in the past regarding 

this matter.  
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G.  MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC 

 

 

No public discussion. 

 

Motion by Mr. Gashlin to adjourn meeting; Seconded by Mr. Esposito. Motion carried. 

 

NEXT BTWAC MEETING—AUGUST 6, 2019, 6:30 PM (Cancelled) 

 

NEXT BTWAC MEETING—SEPTEMBER 4, 2019 6:30 PM 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Gail Hickey 

 

 

 

 

                             

  

 

  


